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Eric Bader and 
Molly Walter square 
off on student loans
Hays Symphony Orchestra gives 
fi rst performance of the year.
Women’s soccer 




On Wednesday, Sept. 
19th, 20 students from 
both Global Leadership 
Project (GLP) and Hispan-
ic American Leadership 
Organization (HALO) 
teamed up with each other 
to paint trailer homes 
at the Colonial Gardens 
Trailer Park. 
 Senior Alma Hidalgo, 
is the Hispanic Leader-
ship Coordinator for GLP 
and she planned this event 
with HALO. She has been 
a part of HALO through-
out her four years of 
college and is overjoyed 
to be heavily involved this 
year.
“[My favorite part 
is] working with other 
organizations and sharing 
the passion of bringing 
change,” Hidalgo said. 
“Seeing that shy student 
step out of their shell in 
start of becoming a future 
leader is a great thing.” 
Sophomore Cesar 
Garcia, is the President of 
HALO.
“I chose to be in HALO 
because I want to work 
with Hispanics on proj-
ects,” Garcia said. “When 
I took over HALO as 
President, my vision was 
to have a great group and 
to represent HALO with 
pride by either helping out 
the community or helping 
the campus. I believe we 
can achieve it.”
Garcia believes they 
can achieve it. Other 
members have high hopes.
“As an officer of 
HALO, we wanted to have 
McKenzie Wiles/Leader
Elizabeth McDowell/Leader
Freshman Ceasar Garcia II, junior Luis Delatorre, junior Saul Sanchez, sophomore Cristina Nieto and senior Alma Hidalgo paint one of the trailers at Colo-
nial Gardens. The event was hosted by the Global Leadership Project and the Hispanic American Leadership Organization.
Fort Hays State University welcomed area fi fth-graders to spend a day learning about founding father, Benjamin Franklin. 
The fi fth-graders spent the day participating in various activities and listening to a Franklin impersonator.
Students paint the town
HALO more involved in 
the community and saw 
this [service project] as 
a perfect opportunity,” 
sophomore Berenice De 
La Cruz said. 
“My favorite part 
about service projects is 
getting to bond with the 
people we are helping.” 
Many students are a 
part of HALO because 
they want to make new 
friends and help their 
community.
 “I hope to gain leader-
ship skills and to make 
new friends,” freshman 
Merisa Alcantara said.
As the leader of Global 
Leadership Project, 
Hidalgo has gained much 
insight on how important 
it is to do projects with 
other organizations on 
campus.
“There are many rea-
sons why it is important, 
but I think one is learning 
about our other organiza-
tions and coming together 
to create a greater change 
in whatever it is that we 
are doing.”
Not only has it given 
Hidalgo confidence, but it 
has allowed her to pursue 
something she loves while 
still being in school.
“I have been with GLP 
for almost a year, and I 
have learned how to be 
a better leader and have 
also learned many new 
skills that I know will 
be useful after I gradu-
ate,” Hidalgo said. “It has 
helped me see the bigger 
picture in things, and I 
have the confidence to 
make a difference in later 
years.” 
The event was held in 
honor of Mexico’s Inde-
pendence Day, which is 
Sept. 16. 
HALO continues to 
make an impact on the 
hispanic community, both 
on campus and in Hays.
Forsyth hosts Franklin Papers event
Tyler Parks
The University Leader
On Monday, Sept. 17 
Fort Hays State Uni-
versity welcomed area 
fifth-graders for its sixth 
annual Benjamin Franklin 
Papers event.
The American Democ-
racy Project hosted the 
event with the combined 
efforts of the Department 
of Teacher Education, 
Forsyth Library and the 
Center for Civic Leader-
ship.
The event gave the 
students a first-hand look 
at Franklin’s inventions 
and accomplishments and 
included two handwritten 




pated in eight different 
stations for about 10 
minutes each. One station 
was an electricity dem-
onstration that sent an 
electric current through a 
circle of students. 
Other stations include 
the printing press that 
used stamps as an ex-
ample; a matching game, 
and an pedometer that 
counted how many steps 
the students took. 
Fort Hays students 
in the Social Studies 
Methods course designed 
the different activities for 
the day.
Fred Krebs, a Johnson 
County Community Col-
lege professor of history, 
did a Benjamin Franklin 
impersonation for the 
students that allowed the 
students to hear from 
Franklin himself.
“We had about 300 
fifth-graders in atten-
dance and the day went 
great,” said senior Anne 
Drees, the ADP student 
coordinator.
The letters and papers 
were donated to Forsyth 
Library by Fort Hays 
alumnus Dr. Cecil Cur-
rey.
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Tyler Parks
The University Leader
Sept. 17 was Constitu-
tion Day, honoring the birth 
of the American Constitu-
tion. In addition to a free 
shirt and mock constitutions 
provided by the Political 
Science Department, stu-
dents were able to register 
to vote or sign up for an 
absentee ballot through 
TurboVote.
TurboVote is a nation-
wide campaign to get young 
people more involved in 
elections. It is new to Fort 
Hays State University this 
year.
TurboVote is sponsored 
by the Student Government 
Association, American 
Democracy Project and the 
Offi ce of the Provost.
TurboVote is a nonprofi t 
organization whose agenda 
is to get more people vot-
ing. It is for citizens of all 
ages.
In the 2008 presidential 
election, about 62 percent 
of eligible voters across the 
country cast a ballot. Voters 
ages 18-29 made up only 17 
percent of that number.
TurboVote is a website 
that makes registering to 
vote a simple process. The 
fee is $2, but the Offi ce of 
the Provost has paid the fee 
for any student wanting to 
sign up.
It does not allow a per-
son to vote online, but can 
get them registered or get 
an absentee ballot.
“We have, right now, 
about 240 students who 
have used it to get an 
absentee ballot and approxi-
mately 210 who have used 
it to register to vote,” said 
Carleigh Albers /Leader
The Student Government Association announced the new members of the Student/Faculty Council for this year at the 
meeting last Thursday. Each member was required to stand up and introduce themselves to the senators.
Carleigh Albers /Leader
Sophomore Bryan Vroom waits to help students sign up for TurboVote outside of the Memorial Union Monday, Sept. 17. Several booths will be set up around 
campus next week to give students as many opportunities to register as possible.
Student Government announces judicial council
TurboVote looks to involve more voters
senior Kelly Nuckolls, a 
co-student coordinator for 
the American Democracy 
Project.
Sept. 25 is National 
Voter Registration Day 
and there will be plenty of 
chances to sign up, with 
booths in Forsyth Library, 
McMindes Hall and the 
Memorial Union all day.
They will also be set up 
Sept. 24th in the Memo-
rial Union from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., outside Rarick 
Hall on Sept. 26th from 
9:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. and 
from 10 am. to 1 p.m. on 
Sept. 27th again outside 
the Union.
The last day to sign up 
for TurboVote is Sept. 28th 
and the last day to register 
to vote in the state of Kan-
sas is Oct. 16.
The election this year 
will take place Tuesday 
Nov. 6. Kansans will be 
voting on the in more than 
the presidential election 
this year.
Kansans will be voting 
for the four U.S. House of 
representatives positions 
as well as the State Senate 
and State House of Repre-
sentatives seats.
Kansas is one of 33 
states to allow early voting. 
Voters can cast their ballot 
up to 15 days before the 
actual election.
For more information 
on TurboVote and how you 
can get involved, contact 
American Democracy Proj-
ect at adp@fhsu.edu or call 
785-628-5399. To sign up 




Last Thursday, the Stu-
dent Government Associa-




Council handles various 
issues on campus. It is 
in place to provide each 
student or organization 
the right to exercise their 
right to a judicial process 
in the event of a confl ict or 
violation.
The members are junior 
Ashley Wiles, senior 
Andrew Dempewolf, 
junior Robert Hollerich 
and sophomore Nathan 
Purdue.
 “I took the position 
to represent the students 
of FHSU in a fair and 
unbiased way; also, I have 
more free time this year 
than the previous two 
years that I’ve been here. 
I hope to gain experience 
mainly. Being able to take 
part in such a council is 
a great opportunity to be 
actively involved on cam-
pus and take away more 
than just a major from my 
college experience,” Wiles 
said.
The main objective of 
the judicial process is to 
help students understand 
how their behavior affects 
themselves as well as the 
campus in a clear and 
educational way.
“I took this position be-
cause I wanted to be con-
nected the student body 
and SGA. This position 
allows me to do that, while 
still being able to student 
teach,” Dempewolf said. 
Dempewolf was previ-
ously a senator for two 
years and the Legislative 
Affairs Director last year. 
“I jumped at the chance 
to join the judicial branch 
after serving on both the 
legislative and executive 
branches,” Dempewolf 
said.
“I took this position 
as another facet of being 
involved on campus. It 
seems like a fun thing to 
do to make executive deci-
sions on campus,” Purdue 
said.
The justices will hold 
their positions until the 
end of the school year.
Three Fort Hays faculty 
members also serve on the 
council.
Please contact the As-
sistant Vice President for 
Student Affairs for more 
information.
Singers Brickyard
116 E. 12th St, Hays, KS
Upcoming Events
Every Sunday
“Sunday Night Karaoke” 
$1 Wells 
7 p.m.- 9 p.m. 




Find "Singers Hays" on 
Facebook! 
Every Wednesday 
“Red Dirt DJ” night
$4 BL/CL Pitchers 
& $3 Bombs 
10 p.m.- close
$1 Wells 
9 p.m.-11 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 29th
#1 AC/DC Tribute Band
 ** SHOOT TO THRILL **
Tired of just reading the Leader?Come join our staff!
If you have a passion for writing, 
photography, and advertising... 
The University 
Leader is the place 
for you! 
Come to meetings 
Thursdays at 5:00 p.m. in Malloy 106
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I set a goal for myself 
before I started college to 
graduate debt-free or with as 
little debt as possible. Three 
years in and so far I’ve ac-
complished that goal. How? 
Definitely not by taking out  
tons of student loans. 
Student loans suck the 
money out of 
almost 
every college graduate. Stu-
dents take out loans like it’s 
no big deal without realizing 
how much money they’re 
accumulating every year. 
In the end, all those loans 
knock on your front door 
saying, “Pay me, pay me.” 
And the longer you take to 
pay them off, the more inter-
est they acquire and the more 
money you have to pay.
I know paying for college 
without student loans isn’t 
easy, seeing as how college 
is so expensive. On top of 
tuition, there are books, sup-
plies and living expenses. But 
there are other ways to pay 
for those things than student 
loans.  
Scholarships are a great 
way to gain some extra 
money. I was lucky enough 
my freshman year to have 
enough scholarships to 
cover all of my college and 
living expenses. How did 
I get so many? I ap-
plied for scholar-









erally hand you scholarships 
that fit your criteria, like 
Zinch. Fort Hays even has 
tons of scholarships to apply 
for. All you have to do is fill 
your cart with scholarships, 
fill out one form and you’re 
done. Easy. You have a good 
chance of getting at least 
one, especially if you keep 
your grades up. 
Don’t stop filling out 
scholarship applications. 
Just because you’re a junior 
doesn’t mean you can’t still 
receive some. It’s always 
worth a shot. Free money is 
free money.
Fill out your FAFSA. I 
still fill out my FAFSA every 
year, and every year I am 
“awarded” thousands of dol-
lars in student loans. Thou-
sands. But I’m also awarded 
grants. Grants are wonderful 
because you don’t have to 
pay them back. And luckily, 
I come from a low-income 
family, so I get a good sum of 
money. Chances are, you’ll 
get some amount of money in 
a grant. Accept it. More free 
money.
Get a job. Don’t take out 
a loan so you don’t have 
to have a job. That’s silly. I 
can understand not working 
freshman year – it’s a tough 
transition. But if you’re any-
thing but a freshman, there’s 
no reason you shouldn’t have 
a job. It’s not that bad.
Work full time during 
the summer and save your 
money. What else are you go-
ing to do during the summer? 
You’d be surprised how much 
money you can add up even if 
you just save 10 percent. 
If spending money is an is-
sue for you, make a budget. 
Save a certain percent 
of your money, set 
aside some for gas 
and food, some for 







is to graduate 
debt-free. 
Debt is not a 
pretty thing and 
student loans 
don’t just go 
away, especially 
student loans. 
You may not be 
facing the hor-
rors they pose 
now but once 
you graduate, you will. 
Pay for as much as you 
can and pay as you go. If you 
absolutely need a loan, only 
take out as much as you need. 
Don’t be the one at your 30-
year school reunion saying, 
“Oh, I’m still paying off all 
those darned student loans.”
Eric Bader
The University Leader
When it comes to pay-
ing for tuition, wars have 
been fought over which is 
the better option: taking 
out a loan or paying out 
of pocket. Well, maybe 
that’s a bit of an exag-
geration but it remains a 
relevant concern for all 
college students who are 
not endowed with some 
sort of extensive trust 
fund. 
Let’s be honest: it’s 
nice to have a little bit 
of money to fall back 
on. That’s the primary 
argument for taking out 
a loan. Regardless of 
whether it’s a few hun-
dred dollars for books or 
whatever the maximum 
they allow you to squeeze 
from the system is, it’s 
basically free money. 
Well, at first. 
I think we all know 
the drawbacks to tak-
ing out student loans 
– that they have to be 
repaid. Honestly, it’s 
impossible to refute 
that, since there’s 
only one kind of loan 
that you don’t have 
to pay back, and in 
fancy literate-type 
circles, it’s called a 
“grant.” So, let’s 
break the point/
counterpoint 
etiquette for a 
moment and 
agree that the 
best answer 
to “loans vs. 
paying by 
yourself” is 







option. If you’re 
like most col-
lege students, 






week, obliterating each 
paycheck with the neces-
sary expenses of rent, 
groceries and weekend 
entertainment. What kind 
of savings is being accu-
mulated from that kind of 
spending model? 
Exactly: none. It may 
be that students just don’t 
have the necessary funds 
to cover a full semester of 
classes in a lump sum. 
Even if you do have 
enough to pay for tuition 
out of savings, there are 
other things to consider. 
Emergencies happen. 
You never know when 
your car is going to take 
its last trip, or when that 
wave of mononucleosis 
sweeping the dorms takes 
you to the hospital. But, 
oops, you spent all your 
money on classes, and 
now you’re dead. I’m 
being facetious. But it 
is good to have a bit of 
backup funding just in 
case.
The final point 
iswhile you do 






graduate (or stop taking 
classes for whatever rea-
son). Chances are strong 
that you’ll have a better 
job when you’ve got a 
bright, shiny bachelor’s 
degree to wave in front 
of employers’ faces than 
your, miserable gig as a 
burrito-flipper in Taco 
Bell. In the future, you’ll 
probably have a better 
chance of paying off a 
large sum than you do 
right now.
All this adds up to the 
reason why loans are not 
a bad thing. Taken respon-
sibly, they can ease the fi-
nancial burden that nearly 
all of us feel throughout 
the college years. 
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Throughout the 1960s, 
Americans gathered around 
the television to be trans-
ported to the town of May-
berry. In this small town, 
everybody was friendly 
to one another and never 
hesitated to do a good deed 
for someone. Now move 
forward half a century and 
we are in a reality opposite 
of Mayberry.
While Fort Hays State 
University may be consid-
ered by some to be a “small 
school where everyone 
knows everybody” like 
Mayberry was, it seems as 
if the simple good manners 
and common courtesy has 
gone away. 
A few days ago, I 
walked behind two people 
who were smoking while 
people walked and coughed 
behind them. Everyone 
has the right to smoke, but 
where has the common 
Carleigh Albers
The University Leader
When entering college, 
one of the first decisions 
students make is, “What 
major do I choose?”  For 
some, this is an easy deci-
sion. 
The decision could have 
been formed when they 
were young or it is some-
thing their parents took 
up that they love, too. For 
others – like myself – they 
are indecisive. Sometimes, 
the decision about picking 
a major can be stressful.
Picking a major is like 
deciding what path your 
life is going to take once 
you’ve graduated from 
college. It’s difficult to 
narrow down a list of 
interests. I started off as a 
high school student who 
had no clue what I was 
going to do with the rest 
of my life. All I knew was 
that I wanted to get out 
of high school as soon as 
possible.
Once I entered col-
lege, everything changed 
for me. I picked a major 
that I was good at: com-
munication studies with 
an emphasis in journal-
ism. I worked at the 
student newspaper and 
the yearbook in high 
school and won journalism 
competitions. It wasn’t 
my favorite thing, but I 
was good at it and it gave 
me something to do and 
keep busy with. I even got 
rewarded scholarships for 
my talent. It was easy and 
I didn’t have to put a lot of 
effort into it.
My problem? I was 
good at journalism and 
writing, but I lacked pas-
sion. I lacked the drive and 
desire to want to continue 
with it and try to improve 
myself. That, my friends, 
is something that needs to 
be considered when set-
tling on a major.
I decided to change 
my major to be in Fine 
Arts with an emphasis in 
photography. Photos are 
my passion and I wake 
up excited to capture the 
world through a lens.
Here are some ques-
tions for you to answer: 
Would you rather work 
for the rest of your life 
doing something easy that 
you are talented at, or 
would you rather work on 
something that drives you 
and you’re eager to wake 
up to do?
You need to factor your 
happiness into the equa-
tion of life. In the long 
run, will having a high 
salary or doing something 
that you love make you 
happy? It depends on how 
you personally define hap-
piness. 
A nice aspect of Fort 
Hays State University is 
that there is actually a 
place that can help you de-
cide on a major. It’s called 
AACE, which stands for 
Academic Advising and 
Career Exploration Center. 
The staff helps students 
discover different options 
for picking a major and 
helps plan your course 
schedules so those stu-
dents can achieve their 
degrees. 
Students meet with an 
employee from the center 
and are evaluated on inter-
ests, personalities, values, 
strengths and more to see 
what major they best fit 
into. They’re located in 
room 311 in Picken Hall. 
Simply make an appoint-
ment and you’ll be on 
your way. Once you pick a 
major, the stress will melt 
right like magic. 
Choose major, lose stressCourtesy not so courteous
courtesy gone of going 
outside the hall to an ash-
tray to smoke? Why must 
people smoke in an area 
where those with difficulty 
breathing will be coughing 
due to those smokers’ lack 
of respect?
This is not the only 
thing that I have seen 
while at Fort Hays. Every 
single day, I manage to 
walk behind someone who 
decides that they should let 
the door slam in front of 
someone’s face rather than 
take the minimal effort to 
hold the door for them.
There are always people 
who make noise in the hall-
ways of the residence halls 
at two in the morning when 
you are trying to sleep or 
while you are trying to do 
homework. While there are 
“courtesy hours” and “quiet 
hours”, they never seem to 
stop people from showing 
discourtesy.
Fort Hays is not the 
only place where common 
courtesy seems to have 
gone away. Whenever I 
go to a store, I get what I 
need and go through the 
checkout line to pay for 
my items. After paying the 
cashier, they say, “Have a 
good day.” While saying 
“Have a good day” is not 
exactly being rude, would 
it hurt to offer a simple 
“thank you”? After all, it is 
because of customers like 
myself that the cashier has 
a job. A simple “thank you” 
would show appreciation 
to customers for giving the 
store their business.
However, just as I 
became certain that good 
deeds had disappeared, I 
experienced a few good 
deeds this past week that 
may have made me rethink 
my opinion on good deeds 
going to waste. 
I was doing my laun-
dry between classes and I 
returned to find my towels 
taken out of the dryer and 
folded on the back table. 
While some people may be 
annoyed by others mess-
ing with their laundry, I 
took this as a good deed. 
It saved me the time and 
effort of having to take my 
towels out of the dryer and 
fold them. 
If you are that person 
who did that simple deed, I 
thank you for your kind-
ness. You have reminded 
me that there are indeed 
people that do take it upon 
themselves to do good 
deeds for people. 
For those of you who 
exhibit discourtesy, I 
encourage you to use 
common courtesy. It is an 
endangered action. 
THlE UNIVERSITY lI..EADEJR. 
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This past Saturday 
night, the Hays Symphony 
Orchestra put on their first 
concert of the season with 
the theme “Night at the 
Movies.” Their goal was 
to entertain the audience 
with a series of perfor-
mances from a variety of 
famous films, including 
“The Lord of the Rings,” 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” 
and “E.T.”
The mark of a power-
ful film score is its ability 
to tell a story. A great 
score can tell the story of 
the film without the film 
being played over it, yet 
when you put the film on, 
it is not overbearing or 
distracting. 
What makes Howard 
Shore’s score for “The 
Lord of the Rings” so 
powerful is the audience 
can tell what the charac-
ters are going through by 
just the score.  Whether 
they are cheerful or in im-
minent danger is apparent 
by the way the Hays Sym-
phony Orchestra played 
the score.
While every piece 
was different, each one 
of them brought back 
memories of the scenes in 
which they were played. 
It was interesting to me 
that my least favorite film 
of the bunch had the best 
individual score. 
The orchestra’s best 
performance of the night 
was Andrew Lloyd Web-
ber’s “Phantom of the 
Opera,” as it fit their 
style the best. When they 
began playing, the audi-
ence could feel the frantic 
atmosphere of Webber’s 
legendary musical. It 
pulled the audience into 
the moment, which is 
what a great score should 
do.
It was also entertaining 
to watch Director of Or-
chestra Ben Cline conduct 
his musicians through the 
various pieces. The move-
ments were precise and 
calculated and it was easy 
to figure out what he was 
doing by the patterns he 
was using.
While the show as a 
whole was a success, there 
were a few distractions 
that needed to be correct-
ed before the show would 
be perfect. It was obvious 
that some of the members 
were more experienced 
than others, and the better 
members were pushed to 
the front of the stage as 
they should have been.
The drums seemed to 
be a few beats behind 
during the James Bond 
Melody, and the horn, 
which was the most 
important instrument in 
the piece, was not the best 
during the pieces played 
from “Apollo 13.”
Other than these few 
minor issues, the Hays 
Symphony Orchestra 
started off the year with a 
strong performance, and 
the Fort Hays community 
should be looking forward 
to their “Mostly Mozart” 
performance at the end of 





Eight years after the 
groundbreaking “Hot Fuss” 
and with a lot of terrible 
fl uff in between, The Killers 
released their newest album, 
“Battle Born,” last Tuesday. 
When it comes to bands 
who started strong and 
dropped off in the stretch, 
no better example exists 
than The Killers. Their 
seminal freshman album, 
featuring still-popular hits 
like “Somebody Told Me” 
and “Mr. Brightside,” still 
sits near the top of my “best 
albums of all time” list. 
After that incredible fi rst 
outing, everything went 
pear-shaped for the Las 
Vegas-based band. Their 
second album, “Sam’s 
Town,” is merely average, 
while the third, “Day and 
Age,” is practically unlis-
tenable. 
It was like the soul 
drained out of the band. 
Bright, intriguing guitar 
chords and some of the 
most interesting drumming 
on any modern album gave 
way to lazy songwriting and 
uninspired lyrics. Flowers’ 
vocals, most notably, trans-
formed from a uniquely 
expressive near-monotone 
delivery to a tonelessly 
wailing and crooning 
performance in between the 
fi rst and second albums. Not 
much has changed since. 
The fi rst song on the 
album, “Flesh and Bone,” 
begins with what I can only 
describe as a metronome 
being played on an Atari 
2600, which soon segues 
into synth strings. The 
whole thing sounds very 
‘80s but not in a good way. 
It’s incredibly diffi cult 
to say much about the rest 
of “Battle Born.” If you’ve 
heard anything The Killers 
have produced lately, just 
imagine that but more of it. 
Probably the most an-
noying part of this album 
is the synthesizer. Where 
once it was used to subtly 
accentuate the guitars and 
vocals, it now loudly inter-
jects synthesized orchestra 
sounds and what I like to 
call “bleepy-bloopy Nin-
tendo crap,” better known 
as “8-bit instrumentation.” 
Once again, the guitar 
work in “Battle Born” is 
boring. The guitars hammer 
at the same note again and 
again like a metal band in 
slow motion, providing no 
hint that the band may have 
thought of something other 
than “hammer at the same 
note again and again.” 
The Killers are just too 
caught up in their own prod-
uct. It feels like the band 
– especially Flowers – are 
convinced that their music 
is sweeping and generation-
defi ning, like a modern-day 
Journey, all the while com-
ing across as pompous and 
out-of-touch. Then again, 
what should we expect from 
a band with a rhinestone-
encrusted keyboard? 
I wish I could say I was 
surprised by the quality of 
“Battle Born.” As I loaded 
up the disc, I – perhaps 
naively – awaited a sponta-
neous return to the halcyon 
days of The Killers circa 
2004. Instead, I found more 
and more of what had driv-
en me away from what had 
once been “favorite band” 
material. I can’t say that 
“Battle Born” is bad, even. 
It’s bland and inoffensive. 





If anyone loved Dis-
ney’s “The Lion King” as 
a child, they’ll fall madly 
in love with the musical 
Broadway adaptation of 
it. 
“The Lion King” has 
been the fifth longest-run-
ning musical on Broad-
way and this summer, 
the tour made its way to 
Wichita.
For those who aren’t 
musical fans, this play 
will catch their attention. 
Julie Taymor, the direc-
tor and creative mind that 
came up with the produc-
tion, creates a world that 
engulfs the audience into 
the story of Simba the 
lion as he grows into a 
man. 
The use of costumes in 
the play is mind-blowing 
as the audience watches 
the cast belt out the clas-
sic Disney songs.
The merging of humans 
and animals is what grabs 
attention for the musical. 
It turns a blank human 
canvas into an African 
animal of the safari. The 
actors and actresses who 
play lions are adorned 
with headpieces carved 
into the shapes of the 
animals. The most cre-
ative costume are the 
giraffes, which has one 
person balanced on four 
stilts as they walk across 
the stage. The gazelles, 
played by one person with 
figures of the animal on 
his arms, leap across the 
stage. Timon, the meerkat 
who is best friend to a 
warthog named Pumba, 
is operated by an actor in 
a full body suit painted 
completely green.
The actors also walk 
through the aisles, which 
adds to the illusion of be-
ing in the world of “The 
Lion King.” People walk 
by with puppet birds on 
their arms. Puppets are 
also swung from the bal-
cony seating. Rafiki, the 
wise baboon, is actually 
played by a female whose 
face is completely cov-
ered with bright paint. 
The use of costumes 
is an important factor to 
the show. Without the 
costumes, the show would 
not be as appealing as it 
has been to audiences. 
Another wonderful as-
pect about this show is the 
change-up of music from 
the film version to the 
stage version. The classic 
songs from the movie are 
included in the musical 
but there is more added. 
The hyenas get their own 
rock ballad and Scar gets 
to perform more than one 
song, unlike in the movie.
The music is also 
comprised of African 
beats. The main difference 
between the music in the 
movie and stage produc-
tion is that the production 
actually feels like the 
audience is in an African 
world by using not only 
the beats and sounds, 
but also the words. Even 
though the audience 
doesn’t understand what 
is being sung, the melo-
dies move the viewers so 
much that they can’t help 
but like it and want to 
sing along with it. 
If you are deliberating 
whether to purchase tick-
ets and watch this show, 
don’t. Do it and watch it 
in amazement. It’s one of 
the most unique shows 
you’ll ever attend and it’s 
family friendly. Kids and 
adults of all ages can go 
see this musical and enjoy 
themselves. The colors, 
costumes, and music will 
captivate you in mere 
seconds. That’s the magic 
of Disney stories: They’re 
timeless no matter what 
form they are presented 
in. 
Orchestra takes on 
themes from cinema
Courtney Riggle/Leader
The Hays Symphony Orchestra performs during the “Night at the Movies” concert in Beach/
Schmidt Performing Arts Center on Saturday night. The concert, the orchestra’s fi rst of the 
year, featured themes from popular fi lms. 
The Killers fall short 





A strange competition 
took place Rarick Hall last 
night as nine brave competi-
tors met to battle, until one 
remained standing. This 
was not a violent competi-
tion, however, and the only 
fl uids splattering were bits 
of clay.
Instead, the competitors 
were pottery students, fi ght-
ing to be the last one still 
working the pottery wheel 
at the end of the night. It 
was the Last Potter Stand-
ing competition, organized 
by graduate student Josh 
Novak. 
“I was trying to fi nd a 
creative way of how to get 
ceramics students in here, 
working more,” Novak said. 
“It’s diffi cult to fi nd time 
when the school year is go-
ing, with class and work. I 
wanted to get a full class-
room in here.”
Taking part in the 
competition were seniors 
Ashley Bickimer, Amber 
North, Emily Howe, Dani 
Bullard, Kayla Hern and 
Brianne Nelson; freshman 
Potters battle for honor 
during all-night event
Jordan Brown and junior 
Allison Copeland. One 
other participant, gradu-
ate student Ned Day, was 
forced to withdraw due to 
injury after tragically suf-
fering a laceration due to a 
potato-related incident. 
The grand prize for the 
last potter standing is one of 
Novak’s ceramic pieces. 
“One of the students 
suggested the prize should 
be one of my pieces and I 
was all for it. It’s a friendly 
competition and no one will 
get hurt, hopefully,” Novak 
said.
The competition was still 
ongoing Wednesday night 
when the Leader went to 
press, but the winner will be 
announced online at leader.
fhsu.edu.
Jolie Green/Leader
Freshman Jordan Brown, junior Allison Copeland, and 
senior Brianne Nelson work on their pieces during the Last 
Potter Standing competition last night. The event tested the 
potters’  ability to work all night.
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The Fort Hays State 
University women’s soc-
cer team had a promis-
ing weekend of games, 
beating Southwest Baptist 
University in a convinc-
ing 3-0 on Sunday, Sept. 
16, after losing on Friday, 
Sept. 14, to Central Mis-
souri University after a 
heartbreaking goal with 
mere seconds left on the 
clock. 
Both games were 
played at the Fort Hays 
Soccer Stadium and were 
MIAA conference match-
es. The Tigers are now 
1-1 in conference play 
and 4-2 overall. 
Fort Hays battled the 
conference-leading Cen-
tral Missouri Jennies on 
Friday, conceding a hotly 
contested goal with 17 
seconds left on the play 
clock. Looking ahead to 
the game, the Tigers were 
steep underdogs to No. 8 
ranked Central Missouri 
but quieted critics with 
their fast, committed play 
in the opening seconds of 
the match. 
In fact, the Tigers’ 
tenacity seemed to catch 
their opponents off-guard 
as the Jennies failed to 
mount a significant attack 
and almost conceded on 
several occasions in the 
first 15 minutes. 
The game was much 
more evenly matched 
once Central Missouri 
found its stride; both 
teams were aggressive 
for possession, neat with 
their passing and had 
good chances for goals 
denied by the excellent 
defenses. 
Fort Hays’ hero 
was sophomore Nicole 
Barnaba. The keeper 
from Gold Coast, Austra-
lia, was excellent in goal 
as she wrapped up loose 
balls, devoured shots di-
rected towards her net and 
denied scoring opportuni-
ties from several corner 
kicks by charging out of 
the box to punch the ball 
clear. 
Barnaba had an espe-
cially good save midway 
through the first half as 
a Fort Hays defensive 
clearance was picked up 
by a Central Missouri 
central midfielder who 
fired a hard shot goalward 
from 30 yards out, forc-
ing Barnaba into a diving 
save to push the ball just 
wide of the goal.
Fort Hays relied on 
excellent play across the 
field. Senior midfielder 
Cindy Benitez played 
with a passion that was 
unmatched on the field, 
and fellow senior Sade 
Humphrey caused 
problems for the Jennies’ 
defense all night with her 
aggressive and fast paced 
play from the left wing. 
The Tigers’ defense 
was solid again for this 
crucial match, once again 
led by sophomores Jamie 
Babyak and Laura 
Regnier and freshmen 
Chandler Zitzmann, 
Gabrielle Makatura, and 
Dani Harris. Zitzmann 
was tasked with match-
ing Central Missouri’s 
towering center forward 
Aaryn Burke and slowing 
the goal-scorer; her play 
made sure the Central 
Missouri striker created 
no opportunities for the 
Jennies, effectively neu-
tralizing Burke within the 
first half hour.
As well as the Tigers 
played in the first half, 
they allowed Central Mis-
souri to create chances 
and threaten their goal, 
and failed to get a steady 
offensive rhythm devel-
oped. This wasn’t the 
case for the second half, 
as Fort Hays allowed two 
shots on goal and did a 
much better job control-
ling the run of play. 
Unfortunately, the 
Tigers still couldn’t 
capitalize and the scores 
remained tied. With a few 
seconds left on the clock, 
head referee Bryan Auten 
awarded a controversial 
free kick to the Jennies 25 
yards out from the Fort 
Hays goal.
Senior Bethany 
Keefer tracked back to 
help defensively as she 
had done all night and 
made a challenge for 
the ball. While the play 
was physical and the two 
players were interlocked, 
not much could justify the 
decision, but the referee 
called for a free kick to 
Central Missouri. 
Before Fort Hays even 
had a chance to appeal 
the decision, the Jennies 
had played a quick pass 
to an open striker. Her 
shot, blocked by Barnaba, 
rolled to another Central 
Missouri striker to seal 
the decision. The Tigers 
protested the decision but 
Auten stood firm and the 
game ended 1-0.
Fort Hays head coach 
Craig Shaw was disap-
pointed with the referee’s 
decision. 
“Definitely a tough 
loss. I think we outplayed 
them, especially in the 
second half,” Shaw said. 
The even contest did 
show the great improve-
ments the Tigers have 
made. 
“Definitely showed 
that we can match with 
the best in the nation. 
Going up against 8th in 
the nation and dominat-
ing them for pieces of the 
second have gave us the 
confidence to say, ‘Hey, 
we can put things together 
if we work hard, bring the 
intensity and play the soc-
cer we know how to play. 
We can do very well,’ 
and I think we saw that 
Sunday,” Shaw said.
Indeed, Southwest 
Baptist was on the receiv-
ing end of plenty of Fort 
Hays’ frustration. The 
Tigers outplayed an oppo-
nent who had beaten them 
last year, playing domi-
nant soccer in the middle 
third of the field, quieting 
the Southwest Baptist 
attack and limiting them 
to six shots for the entire 
game and creating great 
chances up front. 
Keefer got her revenge 
for the tough decision 
that went against her on 
Friday by knocking in 
the first goal on the night 
within the first eight 
minutes of play. A swung-
in corner by Makatura 
connected with freshman 
Jordan Hester, who 
touched the ball over to 
Keefer to smash it home 
and make the advantage 
1-0. 
Keefer helped double 
the advantage by assisting 
Benitez, who shot from 
10 yards out to beat the 
Southwest Baptist keeper 
to make the difference 
2-0. The score remained, 
to the disappointment of 
some players who went 
close to widening the gap 
several times, until the 
64th minute when Benitez 
supplied Hester to chip 
over the keeper and finish 
the scoring at 3-0. 
The result was great 
for the heartbroken Ti-
gers. 
“We scored three goals 
against a team that beat 
us 3-1 last season. We 
took a lot of our anger out 
from Friday on Southwest 
Baptist and that was good 
too see because I don’t 
think they were expecting 
that kind of performance 
from us,” Shaw said.
The win is especially 
important to Fort Hays 
because Southern Baptist 
is by no means a weak 
team. 
“They’re a good pro-
gram. We just made them 
look bad. We probably 
played the best I’ve ever 
seen one of my teams 
play; we knocked the ball 
around possession-wise 
for long periods of time 
without them even touch-
ing it. We built it up from 
the back and created good 
chances. We were really 
playing well,” Shaw said.
Looking ahead, Fort 
Hays will face Missouri 
Southern, another MIAA 
foe, on Friday. Shaw 
hopes that last year’s 
result will fuel the Tigers 
to the same play as on 
Sunday. 
“Missouri Southern 
beat us in overtime last 
year, so that’s a little 
bit of a revenge factor,” 
Shaw said.
Fort Hays’ next home 
game will be against 
Friends University at 4 
p.m. on Monday at the 




The Fort Hays State 
University football team 
fell 0-3 last Saturday after 
losing to the Northwest 
Missouri State Bearcats 
48-10. The Bearcats were 
ranked No. 13 last week, 
and they were the second 
of three straight ranked 
opponents for the Tigers.
After scoring on their 
initial drive, the Bearcats 
held the Tiger’s kicker 
freshman Drew O’Brien 
to a 37-yard field goal on 
their first drive leaving 
the score 7-3 in favor of 
the Bearcats. The Tigers 
wouldn’t score again until 
the fourth quarter.
After a pair of Bearcat 
penalties and a couple 
good plays by sopho-
more quarterback Tarean 
Austin that included a 
28-yard pass from Austin 
to junior Keaton Callins 
and a 21-yard rush by 
Austin, the Tigers were 
able to get into the end 
zone early in the fourth 
for the final score of the 
game.
The Tigers continued 
to struggle on defense, 
allowing over 500 yards 
of offense, including 288 
on the ground and 255 
passing. 
Freshman Addie 
Brown led the team with 
72 rushing yards on 23 
carries and the team’s 
lone touchdown of the 
game. Freshman Tre’veon 
Albert and junior punter 
Cameron Owens both 
added 19 yards on the 
ground.
Brown has made an 
immediate impact for the 
Tigers, averaging 74.7 
yards per games after 
his first three games as a 
Tiger.
Austin got the start 
at quarterback for the 
Tigers, completing a 
mere nine of his 24 pass 
attempts for 96 yards and 
two interceptions. He also 
added 17 yards on the 
ground.
Callins led the team in 
receiving with 43 yards 
on just three catches. 
Senior Tanner Hageman 
had 36 yards on just two 
catches.
Safety freshman 
Micheal Jordan led the 
team with 12 tackles in 
the game. Senior Austin 
Hubert added 11 tack-
les from the linebacker 
position and now leads 
the MIAA with 32 on the 
season. Junior linebacker 
Shane Smith intercepted 
a pass late in the third 
quarter for the Tigers’ one 
forced turnover.
The first half has been 
especially troublesome 
for the Tigers this season. 
They have been outscored 
93-6 in the first half 
through the first three 
games. 
The Tigers have al-
lowed over 500 offensive 
yards in all three games 
this season and it won’t 
get any easier this week-
end as the Tigers take on 
No. 7 ranked Missouri 
Western.
Missouri Western is 
3-0 this year and hasn’t 
lost to Fort Hays since 
2000, winning seven 
straight. The Tigers will 
host the Griffins at 7 p.m. 





Week two in the National 
Football League is com-
plete and parody does not 
come close to describing the 
unpredictability that has oc-
curred after only two weeks 
of football.
In a week that fi nished 
with all four NFC West 
teams defeating their oppo-
nents, the Arizona Cardinals 
traveled to New England 
and beat the Patriots when 
Kevin Kolb outperformed 
Tom Brady. 
This had to be the most 
ridiculous ending to a 
football game I have ever 
witnessed, and it proves that 
you have to play until the 
fi nal whistle blows. Tom 
Coughlin apparently does 
not agree. 
Arizona just needed to 
run the clock out by rushing 
the football only to fumble 
it in fi eld goal range to New 
England. Of course, New 
England scored immedi-
ately, but it could not be that 
easy with the most inconsis-
tent offi ciating crew. 
Rob Gronkowski was 
called for holding, and 
Stephen Gostkowski, who 
is 4/4 on fi eld goals for the 
day, missed wide left to 
hand Arizona the win. Tears 
were shed across the nation 
as survivor pools crumbled 
everywhere. With all four 
teams from the division 
winning over possible play-
off contenders, it seems the 
West is no longer the weak-
est division in football.
Monday night featured 
the most anticipated game 
of the week when the Bron-
cos traveled to Atlanta to 
take on the Falcons. Peyton 
Manning managed to panic 
Denver fans by throwing 
three interceptions in the 
fi rst eight minutes of the 
game. 
Somewhere, Tim Tebow 
was thinking, “At least all 
I did was throw it into the 
Courtney Riggle/Leader
Senior Cindy Benitez uses her head to move the ball in the match against Central Missouri 
last Friday. The women’s soccer team is 4-2 overall and 1-1 in the MIAA.
Tigers begin conference play




The Broncos’ defense 
held strong and allowed 
Manning to make it a game 
in the fourth quarter, but it 
was not enough to overcome 
the Falcons’ strong play. 
Concerns over Manning’s 
arm strength were proven 
to be correct, and while his 
brain is as sharp as ever, his 
arm is lacking the velocity 
it once had. The Falcons, 
on the other hand, looked 
great and could make a run 
towards the Super Bowl for 
the fi rst time in 15 years.
In a league which has 
evolved into a predominate-
ly passing game, running 
backs proved they can still 
be an important part of a 
team victory. CJ Spiller, 
shocking every analyst to 
the sport, is leading the 
league in rushing after two 
weeks sitting a few yards 
short of 300, and despite his 
reputation, Reggie Bush has 
emerged as a “between the 
-) 
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Colin Miller
The University Leader
The Fort Hays State 
University men’s soccer 
team went 1-1 on its two 
away games to the south. 
On Friday, Sept. 14, the 
Tigers continued their 
dominant play by crushing 
MIAA opponent Southern 
Nazarene 5-2, moving to 
5-0 overall. 
Southern Nazarene was 
in trouble within the first 
second of the game, con-
ceding a penalty kick at the 
31 second mark which se-
nior Daniel Peralta slotted 
home. The Tigers had their 
own misfortunes, however, 
knocking in an own goal in 
the 16th minute to level the 
scores at 1 all. 
Junior Diego Cabral set 
Fort Hays straight again 
with two crucial goals just 
before the halftime whistle. 
In the 30th minute, Cabral 
connected with a cross 
from junior defender Pat-
rick Brennan to move the 
Tigers into the lead again. 
13 minutes later, Cabral 
got his brace from a short 
corner play, dribbling from 
the outside corner in, then 
firing a shot across the 
face of goal to beat the 
Crimson Storm keeper and 
make the advantage 3-1 at 
the halfway point. 
Southern Nazarene 
refused to go away, bring-
ing the scores closer by 
converting a 78th minute 
penalty to make the Tiger 
advantage 3-2. 
The Tigers regained 
their two-goal cushion 
in the 84th minute when 
freshman Michael Cole 
scored across from fresh-
man Austin Clifton. 
Clifton got his own share 
of the goals four minutes 
later as he received from 
sophomore Eric Hymer 
and chipped the oncoming 
keeper to make the score 
5-2. 
Sophomore keeper 
Ryan Pakieser was forced 
to make five saves during 
the night as the Tigers’ de-
fense did an excellent job 
of slowing the Southern 
Nazarene attack.
The second of the 
weekend’s road games was 
not so good to the Tigers, 
losing 2-0 to No. 13 ranked 
West Texas A&M. 
Fort Hays fell behind 
early with a goal in the 
1st minute of play from 
a corner kick, an area of 
defense the Tigers have 
been improving on defend-
ing this season. The second 
goal came in the 18th 
minute as Fort Hays was 
unable to clear a shot that 
deflected off the crossbar 
and West Texas upped the 
advantage.
Still, Fort Hays played 
the other 70 minutes of the 
game without conceding 
again and the Tigers have 
plenty of positives and 
negatives to take from the 
game. 
“We didn’t create 
enough offensively. We 
weren’t tight enough in 
the back. We didn’t put 
enough pressure in the 
midfield or deny shots, so 
it exposed everything we 
need to work on, so up and 
down the field, we need to 
improve,” head coach Brett 
Parker said.
Luckily, the West Texas 
game wasn’t a conference 
game, so Fort Hays is at 
the top of the standings in 
their region. 
“Sunday was a tough 
result against a good team 
Carleigh Albers
The University Leader
The Fort Hays State 
University women’s vol-
leyball team continues to 
smoke the court with its 
wins against the Central 
Oklahoma Bronchos in 
Edmond, Okla., and the 
Pittsburg State Gorillas in 
Pittsburg, Kan., on Sept. 14 
and 15. 
At Central Oklahoma, 
after the Tigers dropped 
their first set against the 
Bronchos with a score of 
25-23, the Tigers won the 
rest of their sets with the 
scores of 26-24, 25-17 and 
claimed their victory with 
a final score of 25-22. The 
overall win gained the 
Tigers their first win in the 
MIAA for the season. 
Sophomore Taylor 
Mares was on fire that 
night with 11 kills, hit-
ting at .400 for the match. 
Junior Jenna Ulrich and 
Mares kept their side of the 
court well-defended with 
five blocks each. Junior 
Makenzie Weinman, the 
libero, led the team with 20 
digs for all four sets. This 
is Weinman’s third year 
playing for the Fort Hays 
Tigers. 
The next night, the  
team traveled back to 
Kansas to play against 
Pittsburg State University. 
The Tigers claimed victory 
once again, making their 
overall record 8-4 and 2-1 
in the MIAA. The women 
won a straight set against 
the Gorillas. The Tigers 
barely led with scores of 
26-24, 28-26 and managed 
a victory with 25-18 in the 
last set.
Sophomore Kylee 
Hoagland led the team 
with 11 kills, making her 
hitting  at .391. Weinman 
again had the most digs at 
22, with Mares in a close 
second with 18 digs for all 
three sets. Ulrich pulled 
out the second amount 
of deadly kills at 10 for 
the three sets against the 
Gorillas. 
The next game the 
women play will be away 
against Northwestern Mis-
souri. Northwest Missouri 
is currently ranked No. 2 
in the MIAA conference 
with a record of 3-0 and 
an overall record of 7-3. 
Fort Hays’ record stands at 
2-1 in the conference with 
an overall record of 8-4. 
They stand at No. 6 in the 
MIAA conference.
The Tigers look forward 
to changing their records 
to 3-1 and 9-4 as they play 
against the Bearcats at 7 
p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 
19, in Maryville, Mo.
Tigers earn conference wins
Courtney Riggle/Leader
Junior Makenzie Weinman positions herself for a dig to set the ball up. The Tigers are 8-5 




As Taylor Deutscher 
explained in a column in last 
week’s issue, sports fans are a 
fickle bunch. Wrapped up in 
a whirlwind of testosterone-
fueled passion, it can be easy 
for fans to mock, neglect and 
criticize their own friends and 
family when results go the 
wrong way. 
A separate but equiva-
lent trend in modern sports 
fandom is equally troubling. 
The culture of negativity 
surrounding sports affects not 
only fans’ acquaintances, but 
also the players on the field. 
It is a phenomenon I can only 
describe as “support via being 
as unsupportive as possible.” 
I’m sure you’ve met the 
type: every mistake, every 
dropped ball and every missed 
tackle is proof that that particu-
lar player is the most worthless 
waste of space ever to don 
[team name]’s jersey. 
I don’t have as much of a 
problem with this in profes-
sional sports. The players, 
at least, are paid for their 
performance and acquiring bad 
players is certainly a warning 
sign for the ownership of a 
team. Perhaps Matt Cassel re-
ally is the worst quarterback in 
the National Football League; 
maybe he really is a moron. 
Still, he’s a professional, he’s 
paid far more than he deserves 
for his work and I assume he is 
mentally capable of handling 
criticism. He’d have quit foot-
ball and started a quaint bakery 
in Overland Park by now if he 
couldn’t take the heat. 
The worse case of the non-
support-support phenomenon 
is in college sports and below. 
I recently attended a Fort Hays 
soccer game, and while the 
majority of the crowd was 
polite and supportive, there 
were a few bad apples tainting 
the experience for everyone 
else. I noticed this more keenly 
than most because one such 
example was seated directly 
behind me. 
This lady was supporting 
the rival team, so attendees of 
soccer games need not worry 
that I might be referring to 
them. With each mistake the 
team made, she uttered a long, 
audible sigh, followed by a 
click of her tongue against her 
teeth. 
Soccer games are 90 min-
utes long and I can only guess 
how many times I heard that 
sound. Each refereeing deci-
sion against her team meant 
that the referee was wrong and 
stupid, while each decision 
against Fort Hays was correct, 
justified and possibly not harsh 
enough. 
She also criticized goals 
from penalty kicks and free 
kicks as not being “earned.” 
What does that even mean? 
Does that mean she thinks free 
throws in basketball aren’t 
earned, either? 
As the game progressed, 
the Tigers took a one-goal lead, 
then a two-goal lead. At that 
point, she became silent, star-
ing blankly at her cell phone 
for the remainder of the game, 
whereupon she quietly disap-
peared into the night. That was 
when I knew: She wasn’t root-
ing for anyone. She was root-
ing against Fort Hays, against 
the referees and against every 
single player on the other team 
who put a foot wrong. 
This is where the problem 
lies. People seem to watch 
sports in order to have some-
thing to rage about. When their 
chosen team loses, they get at 
least a few days of full-blown, 
indignant fury. When the team 
wins, there is no response. It 
is a culture of negativity. Let’s 
not even discuss the parents 
who get thrown out of little 
league games because they 
invade the field to abuse the 
referee, coach or even the 
children when something goes 
wrong.
Take delight in victories, 
take lessons from defeats, and 
don’t flip out when your team 
loses.  Remember what is so 
difficult to recall in sports: It’s 
just a game.
Men shatter five-game win streak
on the road. Friday was 
probably the more impor-
tant result,” Parker said.
With the loss over the 
weekend, Fort Hays drops 
to No. 15 in the national 
rankings.  Looking for-
ward, the Tigers have two 
more important matches, 
both at home. They will 
play Northeastern State 
– ranked just behind Fort 
Hays in the preseason poll 
– today. The Tigers will 
play Harding this Saturday. 
Both games will take place 




NFL from B1 
tackles” runner. 
Bush sprinted for 172 
yards and two touch-
downs, making the Raid-
ers’ defense look like a 
little league team. The run 
of the week, however, has 
to go to Trent Richardson, 
who made mincemeat out 
of the Bengals’ defense, 
running over five defend-
ers on his way to the 
endzone. The Browns 
need to improve their de-
fense before they become 
a playoff contender, but 
their offense is definitely 
moving in the right direc-
tion.
Next week features a 
string of tough match-
ups including a two top 
AFC matchups when the 
Texans travel to Denver 
to take on the Broncos, 
while the Patriots try 
to rebound against the 
Ravens in an AFC Cham-
pionship rematch. 
If you got past the Pa-
triots loss in your survivor 
league last week, congrat-
ulations. You are either a 
genius or extremely lucky. 
Look for the Saints to 
beat the Chiefs in a battle 
of 0-2 teams. Also, expect 
Cam Newton and Eli 
Manning to both throw for 
400 yards when they face 
each other during Thurs-
day Night Football.
Sarah Werling/Leader
Freshman Jose Cespedes jolts to get a stop on the ball. The Tigers are 5-1 overall in the 
season and 1-0 in the MIAA.
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Well, maybe just your banking. 
At Commerce Bank, we're working behind the scenes to save you some 
trme ... and a little mo ey, too. A Tiger Chec ing Account helps you: 
• Sank online and on your phone 
• Get emarl alerts to keep trac.k of your account 
• Use any Commerce ATM without fees 
Use yourTiger cant to access you Commerce 
ccoun . It's a whole lot easier than a pop quiz. 
We ask, Usten and solve. 
Interview and photo illustration by 
Liz McDowell
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Q: What are you study-
ing at Fort Hays State 
University?
A: Graphic design.
Q: What year are you 
in college?
A: I am a junior. I still 
have two years left after 
this. This is my first year 
at Hays. I went to Pratt for 
two years before here.
Q: What would you 
like to do with your 
major?
A: I am not sure yet.
Q: How long have you 
known this is what you 
want to do?
A: Since the middle 
of my sophomore year in 
college.
Q: How many hours do 
you spend per week in the 
graphics lab?
A: Since I am just 
starting, I have not spent 
a whole lot of time in the 
lab. Today, I will probably 
spend about six hours in 
there for a project, though.
Q: What has been your 
favorite project so far in 
graphics?
A: The egg drop. 
Q: What is the oddest 
thing you have seen or 
done in the graphics lab?
A: We are doing a copy 
project. They told us we 
were going to have to 
copy a dead pig or cat. We 
all started freaking out but 
it was a prank.
Q: What inspired you 
to be an artist?
A: I really started to 
enjoy art my sophomore 
year in high school. I 
found that I am pretty 
good. I am not very good 
in math or science. So I 
decided to do something 
with art.
Q: What are you afraid 
of?
A: Spiders, snakes and 
heights.
Q: Why do these scare 
you?
A: Spiders and snakes 
are creepy and I fear dy-
ing from heights.
Q: Do you like our 
FHSU Victor E. Tiger 
mascot?
A: Yeah.
Q: If you could pick 
any animal to be our mas-
cot what would it be?
A: I do not think I 
would change it. A tiger is 
a pretty fierce animal.
Q: What is the most 
important lesson you 
have learned as a college 
student?
A: Time management.
Q: When did you find 
out Santa is not real?
A: Some time when I 
was little.
Q: Did you cry?
A: No, I did not really 
care.
Q: How did you find 
out?
A: My mom told me.
Q: What is your fa-
vorite thing to do here on 
campus?
A: Hanging out with 
friends.
Q: Do you take ad-
vantage of Starbucks 
and Pizza Hut being on 
campus?
A: I have not yet but I 
will sooner or later.
Q: What is your fa-
vorite local restaurant in 
Hays?
A: Gella’s Diner.
Q: What is your favor-
ite thing to order there?
A: The smothered 
bierock.
Q: Are you a sports 
fan?
A: Yes. I played basket-
ball at Pratt. I am really 
big in basketball and vol-
leyball.
Q: Who is your favorite 
team?
A: I just watch what-
ever is on TV.
Q: How would you 
like to become famous for 
your art?
A: That would be awe-
some but I am not sure.
Q: Who would you date 
that is famous?
A: If Channing Tatum 
was not married, I would 
date him.
Q: Have you enjoyed 
coming to FHSU so far?
A: Yes, I really like it. 
Everyone is really nice.
Q: What is your great-
est memory of FHSU?
A: I like Monday 
nights because I go eat 
dinner at the sorority 
house.
Q: What sorority are 
you in?
A: Alpha Gamma 
Delta.
Q: How long have you 
been in it?
A: I just joined at the 
beginning of the school 
year.
Q: Who is your favor-
ite or most memorable 
teacher?
A: Martia Shrack. I 
had, like, every class with 
her at Pratt. She was my 
adviser and the head art 
teacher. I felt like I could 
talk to her about anything.
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When “The Exorcist” 
was released in 1973, it 
changed the horror indus-
try and gave us another 
subgenre of fi lms to enjoy. 
Unfortunately, not a single 
fi lm about exorcism has 
lived up to the original 
masterpiece created by 
William Friedkin. In fact, 
it seems like every fi lm 
in this subgenre is worse 
than the previous one. 
“The Possession” is the 
newest movie to attempt to 
capitalize off the popular 
subgenre, although it does 
so by attempting to change 
one of the main cliches of 
the previous entries.
“The Possession” 
features a father who is 
recently divorced from 
his wife and gets to see 
his two daughters only on 
the weekends. When his 
youngest daughter buys a 
mysterious box from a ga-
rage sale, her behavior be-
comes erratic and danger-
ous. The father is forced to 
take every action possible 
to save his daughter from 
the demon in the box.
I went into this fi lm ex-
pecting another humdrum 
attempt at making a PG-13 
exorcism movie. While 
“The Possession” is not a 
fi lm that wowed me, it is 
not a bad fi lm either.
The one aspect that 
differentiates this fi lm 
from the other fi lms in 
this subgenre is the acting. 
Jeffrey Dean Morgan and 
Kyra Sedgwick lead a cast 
that makes this fi lm bet-
ter than the typical affair 
these fi lms often bring with 
them. Morgan’s perfor-
mance is what makes this 
fi lm watchable. While it 
is sad his career is going 
down this path, at least 
he has the acting chops to 
improve the projects he 
takes. 
The children play their 
parts well, and it is refresh-
ing to see young actresses 
start their careers with 
solid performances.
In terms of the story, the 
one difference between this 
and every other exorcism 
movie is that the demon is 
Jewish instead of Catholic; 
therefore, the characters 
must bring in a rabbi, w o 
delivers the only dreadful 
performance in the fi lm.
Other than this one 
minor deviation, the fi lm is 
just like every other nause-
ating fi lm in the subgenre. 
What made “The Exorcist” 
a classic was its original-
ity and its willingness to 
push the boundaries of 
what was acceptable. “The 
Possession” cannot do this 
without the R rating and 
it suffers for it. The fi lm 
fails to offer any scares 
and becomes predictable 
fodder even for the teenage 
audience whose attention it 
is seeking.
While the acting makes 
“The Possession” better 
than most fi lms like it, 
nothing else seems original 
at all. If you are a diehard 
fan of the genre, wait 
until it is released on home 
video. Otherwise, you will 
not miss much by skipping 
it.
Cast can’t save 
‘The Possession’ 
Amped f r sand
Junior Victoria Gano fi lls a bottle with sand during the Creation Station hosted by the Uni-
versity Activities Board Tuesday morning. Sand bottle art is just one of the many creative 
events planned for the year.
Liz McDowell/Leader
• • • • • • • • • • 
r • urboVote 
Do you need to register to vote? 
Do you need an absentee ballot sent to 
you? 
It's super easyl 
1. Sign up at: 
fhsu. tur-bovote. or-g/r-egi ter-
2. F orn,s are sent to you 
3. Fill o t pre-stamped forn,s and 
send them in. 
Questions? E-mail adp@fhsu.edu 
A_1n,eriean DeJD.ociracy Project 
1 Fl' f 11, ,. 111 I "-•F II' 
1'1-filE UNl!VlERSITY l.EADJER 
LeisurePage 4B • The University Leader Thursday, September 20, 2012
Ask an FHSU student
What kind of bear is best?
“Polar bears. They’re 
the only bear that will 
instinctively hunt humans.”
Got Art?
“Blue bears. Animal testing 
solved a lot of problems.”
“A red bear because it’s 





Email your artwork to fhsuleader@gmail.com. 
Be famous. Be featured in the Leader next week.
“A bear of soap.”
Megan Colson, senior
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